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NASUWT INTERNATIONAL
 
SOLIDARITY AWARD 2016
 
The NASUWT International Solidarity Award recognises the bravery and 
commitment of individuals around the world who work tirelessly to 
promote human rights and to defend the rights of teachers. The Award 
highlights and celebrates the commitment of individuals to trade union 
values of solidarity, equality and democracy, and challenging violence, 
injustice, bigotry and hatred. 

The 2016 Award will be presented at the NASUWT Annual Conference in 
Birmingham. 

AHMED JASSAM SALIH 
WINNER 2014 

KOREAN TEACHERS’ UNION 
WINNER 2015 

JALILA AL-SALMAN 
WINNER 2013 

Guiding Principles: 
Defending human rights 

Defending trade union rights of teachers 

Working for quality education 

Demonstrating values of solidarity, equality and democracy 

Educator/Teacher 

Challenging violence, injustice, bigotry and hatred 

Working in countries outside the UK 
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In a sign of the importance the 
NASUWT attaches to international 
issues and the work of Education 
International (EI), the Union took a 
delegation of teachers to the 7th 
Education International World 
Congress in Ottawa, Canada in July. 

Held every four years, the EI World 
Congress is the supreme governing 
authority of EI, the world’s largest 
federation of unions, representing 32 
million education employees in 170 
countries and territories across the 
globe. 

Chris Keates, General Secretary of the 
NASUWT, said: “Once more the 
NASUWT has demonstrated the 
importance of working with teacher 
trade unions across the globe in order 
to campaign for democracy, equality, 
social justice and human rights in 
education.” 

NASUWT RESOLUTIONS AT WORLD CONGRESS 

n	 The Right to Education for Displaced People, Refugees and 
Stateless Children 

n	 Opposing TTIP, TISA, CETA, TPP and other similar trade and 
investment agreements (with UCU and others) 

n	 Migration, Professional Diversity and Racism 

n	 Support of United Nations Employees’ Rights (with AFT) 

n	 Securing LGBTI Rights 

n	 Education and Extremism 

n	 Urgency resolution on the situation for teacher trade unionists 
in Iran 

Full details of NASUWT resolutions to Congress can be found at 
www.nasuwt.org.uk/international 

Pictured left to right are Dr Patrick Roach, Jennifer Moses, Kathy Wallis, Brian Cookson, Victor Aguera, Fred Brown, Susan Hopgood (EI President), 
Geoff Branner, Graham Dawson, Gareth Young and Abdullah Mushin. 

ELECTION SUCCESS 

The NASUWT maintained its high profile and influence at Congress and NASUWT Deputy General Secretary 
Dr Patrick Roach was successfully re-elected to an open seat on the Executive Board of EI for a four-year term of office. 

Chris Keates said: “I congratulate Patrick on his re-election to the Executive Board where he will continue to be a 
strong advocate for the rights of teachers and educators across the world.” 

Dr Roach said: “I am proud to have been re-elected to the Executive Board and will work tirelessly to continue to 
promote the work of EI at home and around the world and build support for EI initiatives and projects, advancing 
the professional status and rights of teachers and educators in order to secure quality education for all.” 
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Education unions are the 
“voice of the profession” 

Education International and its members must be the “beacon of light” that provides hope, inspires 
passion and seeks truth, social justice and democracy in the world, delegates at the World Congress 
were told 

In his keynote speech, EI General 
Secretary Fred van Leeuwen said the 
organisation had achieved massive 
successes, most notably with its Unite 
for Quality Education campaign, in 
influencing the United Nations. 

The campaign saw over ten million 
members taking part in more than 300 
campaigns and events in 61 countries. 

Because of this, universal primary 
education was now a Millennium 
Development Goal, he told Congress. 

“We are not against the market. We do 
not oppose businesses that build 
schools or produce learning materials, 
either. 

“Where we draw the line is where 
corporations run our schools like 
businesses on a for-profit basis and 
increase social inequity, where they set 
up supply chains, or where they invade 
teachers’ professional space and 
dictate what and how to teach. 

“The idea that you can somehow 

improve quality by introducing 
standardised testing, league tables 
and performance pay, by ranking 
schools, by measurement, is wishful 
thinking. It does not work. What it will 
do is generate angry teachers, stressed 
students, frustrated principals and lots 
of paperwork.” 

Mr van Leeuwen warned that in an 
increasingly market-driven education 
system, there was a risk that educators 

would be turned into instructors 
working with templates and scripts. 

“Such systems of production do not 
require trained professionals and the 
investment of time and effort into 
understanding children, their needs 
and how they learn. We risk losing 
what attracted us to teaching in the 
first place, the possibility of making a 
real difference in the lives of our 
students.” 

Union securing quality public education for all
 
In her speech to Congress, EI President 
Susan Hopgood [right] highlighted the 
massive successes of the Unite for 
Quality Education campaign that has 
proved a major influence on the United 
Nations, particularly in regard to the 
new Sustainable Development Goals. 

Ms Hopgood said: “Our success at 
delivering the message of quality 
education for all has ensured that, 
today, Education International is 
known within the highest decision-
making circles in the world. 

“Our ideas are valued by leaders of 
governments and other international 
organisations. Being the voice of 32 
million educators opens a lot of 
doors.” 

Ms Hopgood highlighted the vital 
work of EI going forward with regard 
to the growing commercialisation of 
education, adding: 

“In far too many instances, the 
financial crisis has been used to justify 
an ideological assault on union rights 
and public services. 

“Around the world we are led to 
believe that the market is the answer 
to all of our economic ills. That it is the 
fault of public services and employees 
for driving us all into an economic 
abyss, rather than the actions of banks, 
stock markets and multinational 
corporations.” 

But she vowed: “Our campaign for a 

Global Response to the 
Commercialisation and Privatisation of 
Education represents our response to 
the threat posed to public education.” 
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NASUWT has condemned acts of extremism such as the attacks on Garissa College in Kenya (above). 

Education vital in tackling extremism
 
Education is the key to tackling extremism in all its forms 
and those who seek to distort the voice of teachers and 
educators, Congress heard. 

NASUWT Junior Vice-President Fred Brown said that in the 
face of extremist violence, which has seen thousands of 
students, teachers and support staff killed, injured and 
kidnapped, education was vital in building inclusive and 
democratic societies. 

Where people were denied access to learning, they were 
easier to control and manipulate by those with extremist 
views, he said. Moving the resolution on Education and 
Extremism, he added: “This year alone, we have witnessed 
many incomprehensible acts of hatred and barbarity.  

“In Syria and Iraq – millions have lost their lives and their 
homes. 

“And we have seen acts of extremist violence elsewhere – 
from Charleston, USA, to Paris, France, to Tunisia, Nigeria, 
the Philippines and Kuwait. 

“Extremists have targeted, killed, injured and kidnapped 
many thousands of students, teachers and education 
support personnel in deliberate attacks that have targeted 
schools and other educational institutions.” 

The resolution, which was passed unanimously by Congress, 
said that extremism fuelled by ethnic and religious 
sectarianism and hatred was “one of the most urgent and 
serious security issues facing governments.” Mr Brown 
warned that there were forces “seeking to undo the 
progress we have made, to deprive people of their rights 

and to impose false and destructive ideologies onto 
others.” 

He added: “The role of teachers is and must be to educate, 
to open minds and not to close them, and to encourage our 
students to think critically.” 

Mr Brown said Education International had to stand firm 
against governments, including in the UK, who wanted to 
place restrictions on human rights, particularly rights of 
freedom of association, speech and thought, conscience 
and religion. 

Read the NASUWT statement condemning 
the extremist attacks which left 147 dead 
and dozens more injured at Garissa 
University College at 
www.nasuwt.org.uk/international. 

NASUWT Junior Vice-President 
Fred Brown addressing Congress 
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The denial of trade union and human 
rights amidst a climate of repression of 
teacher trade unionists in many Arab 
countries is of “grave concern”, the 
NASUWT’s Dr Patrick Roach said. 

Dr Roach, who is the NASUWT’s 
Deputy General Secretary and an EI 
Executive Board Member, said events 
in the Arab region had been “shocking 
and appalling”. 

Speaking as he moved a resolution on 
Issues in the Arab Countries on behalf 
of the EI Executive, Dr Roach said EI 
members were the advocates for the 
rights and entitlements of all children 
and young people to be educated with 
qualified and quality teachers, working 
and studying in schools and classrooms 
which were not only properly 
resourced, but also safe and secure. 

But too often the right to quality 
education was being undermined, 
from brutal attacks and the targeting 

Events in Arab 
region “shocking 
and appalling” 

of schools by gunmen, to the denial of 
education to girls, “for reasons of a 
distorted and corrupt ideology which 
promulgates intolerance and hatred on 
grounds of religion, sect and gender.“ 

He went on: “The situation of trade 
union rights in many of the Arab 
countries has remained of grave 
concern, with a general climate of 
repression of teacher trade unionists 
and student activists. 

“In Iraq we see the introduction of 
labour laws which deny the rights of 
public sector workers and their unions 
and attempted government 
interference in the internal democracy 
of unions. 

“In Iraq, as well as Syria, tens of 
millions have been internally displaced; 
many of them are children. 

“This is together with the spectre of 
child labourers, child brides and 
children forced to join armed conflicts. 

“Many displaced children and refugees 
are forced to live in neighbouring 
countries – including Lebanon and 
Jordan – seeking sanctuary from armed 
militia. 

“In Bahrain, we have continued to see 
the imprisonment of trade union 
leaders, and the continuing 
imprisonment of the President of the 
Bahrain Teachers’ Association, Mahdi 
Abu Dheeb. 

“In Iran, we have seen the detention 
and intimidation of trade union 
activists, including the very recent 
imprisonment of Esmael Abdi, one of 
the leaders of the CCITTA.” 

Dr Roach said that trade unions were 
the voice of all workers across all 
communities and that the family of 
Education International was the 
advocate for children and young 
people and a champion for a better 
world. 

Millions displaced, many of them 
children vulnerable to the spectre of 

child labourers, child brides and 
children forced to join armed conflicts. 
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Highest honour for Iraqi 
trade unionist 
Ahmed Jassam Salih Al-Shiblawi of the Iraqi Teachers Union (ITU) received Education International’s Mary 
Hatwood Futrell Human and Trade Union Rights Award in a moving ceremony 

The NASUWT nominated Mr Al-
Shiblawi for the award for his 
commitment and dedication to 
building an independent trade union 
voice for teachers in Iraq, despite 
facing violent oppression from Iraqi 
authorities. The nomination was 
endorsed by NASUWT partner GEW 
(Germany). 

Following the fall of Saddam Hussein, 
Iraq has witnessed growing terrorism 
and sectarianism, with free trade 
unions coming under increasing 
attack. 

Ahmed receiving his award at EI 
Congress 

Mr Al-Shiblawi and his family have 
been subjected to threats and 
intimidation from repressive forces. 
Three of his brothers have been 
targeted, kidnapped and killed 
since 2009. 

Despite these attempts to silence him 
and his colleagues, Mr Al-Shiblawi, 
who was the recipient of the NASUWT 
International Solidarity Award 2014, 
has played a key role in ensuring that 
the ITU is united, independent, free 
from political interference and 
capable of recruiting and organising 
its members. 

Mr Al-Shiblawi thanked the 
NASUWT and Germany’s GEW for 
their work in supporting Iraqi 
teacher trade unions and decried 
ISIS for their terrorism and for 
killing teachers and students. 

…I shall struggle

continuously to


promote human


rights, social 

justice and 

equality for all…

Accepting his award from EI 
General Secretary Fred van 
Leeuwen and EI President Susan 
Hopgood, he said: “While I am 
honoured to receive this award, I 
know it comes with new additional 
responsibilities and duties that I 
shall and must endeavour to 
undertake in the defence of open 
democracy and teachers’ legitimate 
rights to decent living standards 
and for the provision of key basic 
services. 

“I shall redouble my efforts to 
campaign tirelessly to secure 
missing and overdue trade union 
rights in Iraq and across MENA 
countries. 

“I shall struggle continuously to 
promote human rights, social justice 
and equality for all, regardless of 
gender, ethnicity, religion, race and 
nationality.” 

Chris Keates, General Secretary of 
the NASUWT, said: 

“This is a recognition of Ahmed’s 
immense contribution to the fight 
for free and fair trade unions and to 
securing quality education for 
children and young people in Iraq.” 

Dr Patrick Roach added: “Ahmed’s 
exemplary leadership is ensuring 
that the voice of teachers in Iraq 
cannot be ignored or silenced.” 
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The NASUWT is continuing 
to work closely with teacher 

trade union colleagues in 
Iraq to offer them ongoing 

support in the fight to secure 
trade union rights. 

More information can be 
found at the NASUWT’s 

website at 
www.nasuwt.org.uk/Iraq. 



Call for urgent action to help 
refugee children 
The refugee crisis across the world was highlighted at Congress and, in particular, the plight of 
children, said to make up the majority of the 60 million displaced people 

NASUWT President Graham Dawson 
proposed a resolution calling for 
urgent action and for the provision of 
quality education for refugee and 
displaced children. 

Mr Dawson, who recently spent time 
with displaced children in a refugee 
camp on the Turkey/Syria border, 
highlighted the growing international 
crisis. 

He said: “In June this year, the UN 
confirmed that the global figure at the 
end of December 2014 stands at a 
staggering 60 million refugees, and 
that figure shows no sign of 
decreasing; in fact, the crisis is 
worsening. 

“Of the 60 million displaced refugees, 
some 40 million are displaced 
internally within their countries, whilst 
the rest – 20 million – are forced to 
move abroad, mostly to neighbouring 
countries, posing significant 
challenges to the host countries. 

“Today, 13.5 million Syrians and Iraqis 
are internally displaced and the 
numbers are rising day by day.” 

Mr Dawson said just 1% of the global 
budget of humanitarian aid goes to 
education. 

On top of this, he said it was 
developing countries that hosted the 
vast majority of the world’s refugees 
and displaced people while often 

lacking the resources or infrastructure 
they needed to meet their needs. 

This included access to shelter, water, 
food and clothing. 

He said: “The failure of the global 
powers to reach a political and security 
consensus to end armed conflicts in 
Syria, Iraq and Libya, Yemen and 
Nigeria, Somalia and Afghanistan, 
Palestine and Sudan, Burma and 
elsewhere around our globe, means 
sadly that our world will continue to 
witness heartbreaking humanitarian 
refugee disasters, especially for young 
and old people, both men and women. 

“We must move forward from this 
Congress demonstrating our solidarity 
but also our resolve to secure quality 
education for all children – including 
refugee and displaced children.” 

NASUWT delivers support Crisis highlighted at TUC Congress 
The NASUWT is working with Turkey’s Egitim Sen union to 
deliver practical support and resources for children in the 
refugee camps on the Turkey/Syria border. NASUWT 
members and branches are also donating to the charity 
Refugee Action. 

The devastating refugee crisis was also highlighted at the 
TUC Congress in Brighton, which unanimously passed an 
emergency statement about the deteriorating situation. 
The statement committed Congress to work with refugee 
organisations in the UK and urged British trade unions to 
offer logistical and financial help to aid agencies, including 
those offering housing to refugees. Find out more at www.nasuwt.org.uk/refugees. 
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CALL
TO SUPPORT


RIGHTS
FOR UN
EMPLOYEES

The NASUWT lent its strong support 
to the issue of rights for UN 
employees, with National Treasurer 
Brian Cookson speaking to a 
resolution on the issue. Mr Cookson 
said some employees faced the 
“appalling” situation whereby, despite 
working to defend and protect human 
rights, they were being denied access 
to fundamental rights themselves. 

Mr Cookson referred to meetings last 
year when the NASUWT met with UN 
employee representatives and 
members of the American Federation 
of Teachers (AFT). He said: “We were 
shocked to hear of their experiences. 
Not just the experience of risking their 
lives in order to ensure access to 
education for children in some of the 
most unstable and hostile places on 
the planet…but we were particularly 
shocked that, in spite of this service, 
United Nations employees are being 
denied the fundamental rights which 
the UN exists to secure.” 

Mr Cookson went on: “We should 
never forget the sacrifice which these 
workers make, every day, in service of 
children in some of the most 
dangerous environments in the world. 

“And we should express our united 
concern about the appalling situation 
faced by UN staff who, despite 
working in pursuit of human rights, 
peace and social justice for all, are 
often denied access to the conditions 
and rights at work we should all 
expect.” 

The resolution passed by Congress is 
in response to a move by UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon to withdraw the 
rights of UN staff unions to 
negotiation and mediation with 
management. The NASUWT is 
working alongside the AFT to 
challenge this injustice. 

“…We were shocked to hear of 

their experiences. Not just the 

experience of risking their lives 

in order to ensure access to 

education for children in some of 

the most unstable and hostile 

places on the planet…” 
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BAHRAIN 
Defending human rights in 

In April, to mark the fourth anniversary 
of the imprisonment of Mahdi Abu 
Dheeb, delegates attending the 
NASUWT National Annual Conference 
held a silent demonstration to protest 
against his continuing imprisonment 
and calling for his release. 

The NASUWT was joined by Amnesty 
International UK’s (AIUK’s) Shane 
Enright and Jalila al-Salman, Vice-
President of the Bahrain Teachers 
Association (BTA). 

AIUK has recognised the 
campaigning by the NASUWT to 
release Mahdi Abu Dheeb, the jailed 
leader of the BTA. 

The award recognised the record-
breaking postcard campaign by 
members of the NASUWT and the 
NUT, who sent 628,000 appeal 
postcards in support of the teachers’ 
union leader, the biggest postcard 
action in AIUK’s history. 

The NASUWT is also the recipient of 
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the AIUK Trade Union Campaigner 
Award. Geoff Branner, NASUWT Ex-
President, said on receiving the award 
in April this year: “The NASUWT will 
not rest until Mahdi is released and 
teachers in Bahrain have the right to 
organise their union without
interference or intimidation.” 

detainees being beaten, deprived of 
sleep and adequate food, burned with 
cigarettes, sexually assaulted, subjected 
to electric shocks and burned with an 
iron. One detainee was said to have 
been sodomised with a plastic pipe. 

In April, Amnesty International
published the report Behind the 
Rhetoric: Human rights abuses in 
Bahrain, detailing dozens of cases of 

on from the uprising, repression is 
widespread and rampant abuses by the 
security forces continue. 

The report highlighted evidence of 
torture, arbitrary detentions and
excessive use of force against peaceful 
activists. Said Boumedouha, Amnesty 
International’s Middle East and North 
Africa deputy director, said: “Four years 

“The notion that Bahrain respects 
freedom of expression is pure fiction. 
Where is the freedom in a country 
where peaceful activists, dissidents and 
opposition leaders are repeatedly 
rounded up and arbitrarily arrested 
simply for tweeting their opinions and 
where reading a poem can get you 
thrown in jail?” 
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Bahrain teachers secure 
international support 
The NASUWT formally nominated the Vice-President of the 
Bahrain Teachers Association (BTA), Jalila al Salman, for 
election to a seat on the Executive Board of Education 
International (EI). 

Ms Salman just missed out on a seat, but the close result 
confirmed the high regard in which she is held among her 
fellow trade union leaders. 

EI General Secretary Fred van Leuwen, speaking at World 
Congress, said: “Jalila personifies the brave men and 
women in Bahrain and in other countries who no longer 
accept being discriminated against, being denied basic 
democratic freedoms and being brutally repressed.” 

NASUWT Deputy General Secretary Dr Patrick Roach, also 
an EI Executive Board Member, said Ms Salman should be 
“proud” of her achievements. 

He said the result was a demonstration of the solidarity and 
support for Ms Salman, the BTA and the jailed BTA 
President, Mahdi Abu Dheeb. 

He told Ms Salman: “You should know that there is now 
widespread support and solidarity for you, for Mahdi and 
for the BTA. 

“You should be proud of your achievements. The BTA has 
endured because of your leadership and you should be 

proud that it is a leading member of the global trade union 
family within EI.” 

Dr Roach pledged that the NASUWT would continue to 
provide its full support to the BTA in fighting for justice and 
human rights for teachers in Bahrain. 

Ms Salman responded: “I am confident that my result in the 
election was because of our supporters everywhere – on top 
of them, you and the NASUWT – which will never be 
forgotten at all.” 

Call on British Government to 
change Bahrain policy 

The British Government needs to change urgently its 
foreign policy on Bahrain and speak out on behalf of its 
citizens, a teachers’ union leader has said. 

Jalila al Salman, the Vice-President of the Bahrain 
Teachers Association, has been in the UK to highlight the 
ongoing use of torture, abuse of human rights and 
continued imprisonment of prisoners of conscience in her 
country, merely for speaking out against the regime. She 
was in the UK as a report by Amnesty International 
warned that human rights abuses in Bahrain continue 
“unabated”. 

Ms Salman gave an impassioned plea to the British 
Government to recognise the suffering and abuse of 
people in Bahrain. She said: “The message is simple and 
clear – change your foreign policy towards Bahrain. 
Bahrain is not just the government. It has people who are 
seeking a better life. 

“If you believe in human rights for your citizens, you 
should do the same thing in any country where you have 
power and influence in that country. 

“Change your policy towards them, speak out on behalf 
of Bahraini people, stand with them.” 

The full interview with Jalila al Salman can be found at 
www.nasuwt.org.uk/bahrain. 
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LGBTI – 

SPEAK TRUTH TO POWER
 
Education International commits to 
championing lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans 
and intersex (LGBTI) rights in all its 
campaigns and policies and will continue 
to lobby governments to end the 
persecution of LGBTI people. 

The NASUWT secured commitment 
from Education International to assist 
unions in defending the rights of LGBTI 
students, teachers and education 
support staff. The global pledge builds 
on the long-term work by the NASUWT 
which has been a major influence in 
promoting LGBTI rights in the UK. 

NASUWT National Official for Equality 
and Training Jennifer Moses said: “We 
condemn bigotry and prejudice-related 
hatred in all its forms, including hatred of 
LGBTI communities. 

“Homophobic, transphobic and 
biophobic practices are socially, ethically 
and morally wrong. 

“It is a travesty that in 78 countries being 
LGBTI is instead deemed unlawful. We 
must work together to challenge state-
sanctioned exclusion, discrimination and 
demonisation of LGBTI communities.” 

Gay rights activist Frank Mugisha 

Ms Moses told delegates as they 
gathered in Canada that there were 
thousands of people around the world 

…It is a travesty 
that in 78 

countries being 
LGBTI is 
deemed 

unlawful... 

being beaten, tortured and victimised 
due to their sexual orientation, gender 
identity or perceived gender identity. 

Lesbian women were being sexually 
assaulted and suffering so-called 
‘corrective’ rape by men. Many more 
were physically attacked or threatened 
with violence, she added. She 
highlighted the plight of David Kato, a 
gay activist from Uganda, who spoke out 
about the vile and degrading treatment 
of gay people in his country. 

She said: “The bigots were encouraged 
to do their worst. David was eventually 
bludgeoned to death.” 

Uganda was among 78 countries that 
currently criminalise homosexuality, the 
delegates were reminded. Ms Moses 
said: “We have a responsibility to our 
members, and to the children and young 
people we teach, to educate for LGBTI 
rights and to educate against bigotry, 
prejudice, hatred and discrimination.” 

In a special event marking the launch of 
the Speak Truth to Power curriculum in 
Canada’s schools, Dr Patrick Roach 
recalled the story of Uganda’s gay rights 
activist, Frank Mugisha. 

The NASUWT is currently working with 
Robert F. Kennedy Centre for Human 
Rights in the UK on this issue. 

To find out more, visit 
www.rfkcenter.org 
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Plight of migrant teachers 
highlighted 

The NASUWT led calls for the promotion of equality for migrant teachers at World Congress, while 
highlighting the discrimination they face 

NASUWT Senior Vice-President Kathy Wallis praised the 
work of migrant teachers and the contribution they make to 
enriching the lives, outlook and understanding of students. 

Ms Wallis was proposing an NASUWT motion calling for 
“the equal treatment of migrant teachers and education 
support personnel and to end the unscrupulous actions of 
some employment agencies.” 

She said: “We know it is the case that, far from being 
celebrated, all too often migrant teachers find themselves 
being vilified and scapegoated despite the service that they 
give. 

“It is deeply regrettable, too, that many of these teachers 
face discrimination, often enduring non-recognition of 
qualifications and loss of professional status.” 

Ms Wallis highlighted the role of some companies who 
sought to exploit migrant teachers: “For many migrant 
teachers and education support personnel, the actions of 
some commercial agencies operating in a number of 
countries around the world have sought to exploit these 
teachers and educators in order to reduce teachers’ terms 
and conditions and maximise the profits to these 
companies”. 

She added: “Our action should continue to raise awareness, 
promote the positive human stories of migrant teachers and 

disseminate information on the positive impact of migrant 
teachers on the students and communities they serve”. 

She concluded: “Congress – the assault on the rights and 
status of migrant teachers represents an assault on the 
rights and status of all teachers. Our members deserve 
better and so do the students they teach.“ 

The resolution, which was passed unanimously, also called 
on Education International to work with organisations such 
as UNESCO and the ILO to promote the benefits of teacher 
mobility. 
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Children’s education 
should never be run 
for profit 

Education International wants to stop TTIP and CETA trade deals which are an attack on jobs and 
education services 

Speaking on a joint resolution to stop 
TTIP, TISA, CETA, TPP and other similar 
trade and investment agreements, 
NASUWT National Negotiating Officer 
Victor Aguera spoke of the grave 
effects these agreements will have on 
democracy and civil rights. 

He said: “Children’s education should 
never be run for profit. 

“But under the TTIP plan, lobbyists are 
campaigning to secure trade 
agreement provisions whose sole 
purpose is to protect the rights of 
investors and to protect the profits of 
these corporations. 

“The NASUWT is not opposed to trade 
or indeed trade agreements; indeed, 
the NASUWT supports not only trade 
but also, crucially, fair trade. 

“Trade must operate within an ethical 
framework which does not violate 
fundamental rights.” 

Mr Aguera said there should be no free 
trade agreements at the expense of 
workers, consumers, environment and 
public services including education. 

He added: “In the UK, the Government 
is on record as not being opposed to 
schools being run for profit. TTIP could 

hasten the break-up of a public 
education system that is free at the 
point of delivery.” 

To support the campaign against TTIP, 
go to www.nasuwt.org.uk/TTIP. 

The NASUWT has published a report 
examining the Department For 
International Development’s (DFID’s) 
economic strategy, including DFID’s 
shift to increasingly promote private 
sector involvement in the design and 
delivery of education services. 

Read the report at 
www.nasuwt.org.uk/DFIDReview 

17
 

www.nasuwt.org.uk/DFIDReview
www.nasuwt.org.uk/TTIP


18

“Wonderful news” 

as Omar Combita freed 
The NASUWT has welcomed the 
release of Omar Alfonso Combita 
from prison in Colombia. 

Mr Combita was declared free to 
leave prison after a judge ruled that 
the period allowed for imprisonment 
without trial had passed. 

Along with Omar, six others were 
released, including three young 
students from the Federation of 
University Students. 

All were arrested in October 2011 and 
have been in prison for over three 
years without having faced trial. 

He was one of nine trade unionists, 
human rights defenders and social 
leaders to be detained, all of them 
active in protests against government 
reforms to education. 

The NASUWT and other campaigners 
believe that all had been targeted in 
order to silence their opposition to the 
Colombian government. 

NASUWT General Secretary Chris 
Keates said: “Omar’s release from 
captivity is truly wonderful news. 

“His release from incarceration will be 
a huge relief for his family, friends, 
colleagues and the wider trade union 
movement, in Colombia and across 
the world. 

“Omar’s ‘crimes’ – on trumped-up 
charges of rebellion – were nothing 
more than taking part in peaceful and 
democratic protests against 
government education reforms. 

“His arrest was actually part of a 
shameful wider attempt by the 
authorities to silence opposition by 

the trade unions and human rights 
organisations, which is continuing. 

“The NASUWT and its members have 
campaigned vigorously on his behalf 
and will continue to campaign to 
ensure he is completely exonerated.” 

Since his release, Omar has expressed 
his appreciation and gratitude for the 
support and help of the NASUWT and 
its members. He is currently back 
teaching again in the region where he 
was before. 

NASUWT provides financial 
support to earthquake-hit Nepal 
Much-needed relief work has been put 
into action within days of the 
devastating earthquakes in Nepal 
which have left thousands dead and 
injured. 

The first earthquake, which struck on 
25 April, had a magnitude of 7.8 and 
left more than 8,000 people dead. A 
second quake with a magnitude of 7.3 
struck the eastern part of the country 
two weeks later, leaving dozens dead 
and more than 1,000 injured. Apart 
from the appalling loss of life, there is 
substantial devastation to housing and 
commercial and public sector 
buildings, including schools. 

Sixty-two teachers lost their lives to 
the earthquakes, and the devastation 
has affected countless others. Many 
are without homes and many have lost 

friends and family. The majority of 
schools have been damaged or 
destroyed, preventing classes from 
being re-opened. A total of 950,000 
students have been left without classes 
to attend. 

Education International (EI) sent a 
delegation to experience first-hand the 
devastation inflicted on the country, 
led by EI General Secretary Fred van 
Leeuwen. 

EI affiliates have also agreed to donate 
six million US dollars to the disaster 
relief fund. 

The NASUWT was one of the first unions 
to respond to the call for support and 
assistance from EI. A report of the EI 
mission to Nepal can be found at 
www.nasuwt.org.uk/International. 

The EI World Congress in July also 
adopted an urgent motion committing 
ongoing support for the people of 
Nepal. 

www.nasuwt.org.uk/International


Status
ofWomen


The NASUWT once again played an active role at the UN 
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), held to coincide 
with International Women’s Day 2015 

The CSW meeting in New York is 
dedicated exclusively to gender equality 
and the advancement of women and 
takes place at the headquarters of the 
United Nations. 

The NASUWT was represented by its 
Vice-President, Kathy Wallis, and its 
National Official for Equality and 
Training, Jennifer Moses. 

They joined other trade unionists, UN 
representatives and non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) from around the 
world to discuss gender equality and 
women’s human rights. 

To mark International Women’s Day, 
thousands of representatives marched 
through New York, joined by the 
NASUWT delegation. 

The CSW issued a statement calling on 
member states to make a stronger 
commitment to women’s economic 
empowerment and the rights of girls 
and women to quality education and 
quality public services. 

The NASUWT Gender Equality 
Challenge promoted at the CSW invites 
schools, colleges and organisations 
involved in education to commit publicly 
to support and champion equality for 
women and girls. 

Information about the Gender 
Equality Challenge can be found at 
www.nasuwt.org.uk/GEC. The CSW 

statement can be found at 
www.unwomen.org. 
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Education And Civil Rights:
 

STRUGGLE
 

THE
 

CONTINUES
 
Human and civil rights in the USA 
have always been critical to the 
three-million-strong education 
union, the National Education 
Association (NEA), according to 
Kevin Gilbert, a Vice-President of the 
union and a member of its Executive 
Committee. 

The NEA Vice-President from 
Mississippi, who attended the 
NASUWT Annual Conference in April 
and spoke at a seminar to discuss 
education and human rights, said: 
“For us, it is not an either/or 
proposition. We are all born equal 
and should have the same rights.” 

Mr Gilbert spoke with pride as he 
recalled the historic role played by 
the NEA at the forefront of the civil 
rights movement, ensuring equal 
voting rights for women and leading 
the charge against child labour. 

In the summer of 1857, 43 educators 
gathered in Philadelphia, answering 
a national call to unite as one voice in 
the cause of public education. The 
NEA was born. 

Mr Gilbert said: “Today we are not 
only advocates for educator rights 
but also advocates for our students 
and student rights. We have to keep 

our students at the centre of 
everything we do because they are 
the reason we do what we do and 
why we are employed.” 

But this vital work of the NEA, in 
terms of its advocacy for its 
members, the voice it gives to 
students and its role in protecting 
public education, is under threat. 

Mr Gilbert said: “Today we are not 
only fighting for great public schools, 
we are fighting for our survival; we 
are being attacked from many 
angles. 

NEA Headquarters in Washington DC 
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“With anti-union sentiments 
remaining strong, numerous states 
currently are considering Bills that 
directly impact on our economic 
stability by diminishing our [unions’] 
ability to enrol members and collect 
dues [membership subscriptions].” 

Speaking to International Solidarity, 
Mr Gilbert also warned of the threat 
of standardised testing in relation 
to the rights of educators and 
students: 

“There was a time when educators 
could concentrate solely on what 
we call the whole child – making 
sure not only that they had the 
academic skills they need but the 
social, emotional and other 
developments that students need. 

“But now, with the over-emphasis 
on standardised testing, many of 
our teachers feel great pressure and 
stress.” 

Mr Gilbert criticised moves in the 
US to rank teachers publicly in 
terms of their students’ grades, a 
move which the NEA is seeking to 
resist state by state. 

“The NEA is against this flawed 
labelling of educators. To label 
someone as a failure simply for not 
meeting a mark on a standardised 
test is not appropriate, it is totally 
wrong and it has led to massive 
stress and even the suicide of a 
teacher. 

“We will not stand by and allow that 
to happen.” 

Mr Gilbert said that in many ways 
teachers in the UK had much in 
common with their US counterparts 
both in terms of what they were 
fighting for and the challenges and 
attacks they faced: “What I have 
really admired most about what I 
have seen is the passion, the 
commitment, the dedication of the 
teachers here in the UK.” 

Mr Gilbert said it was a great 
privilege to be a teacher and to 
have the opportunity to shape the 
lives of children and young people. 

“Anyone, even those in leadership 
positions of our unions, didn’t get 
involved in this to be union leaders, 
we got involved in this to shape 
young lives.” 

“…We have to keep our
 

students at the centre of
 

everything we do because
 

they are the reason we
 

do what we do and why
 

we are employed…”
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Winner of 
the NASUWT 
International 
Solidarity 
Award 2015 
The Korean Teachers’ Union (KTU) was 
made the recipient of the 2015 NASUWT 
International Solidarity Award in recognition 
of its ongoing struggle for trade union 
rights for teachers in South Korea 
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The International Solidarity Award, 
presented by the NASUWT, is given 
annually in recognition of the efforts 
of trade unions and trade unionists 
across the globe in their struggles to 
protect teachers’ rights. 

“…This will encourage us more to push on with 

the fight for the future and to live up to the 

international acclaim this award bestows on us…” 
Representatives at the NASUWT 
Annual Conference heard that the 
KTU, which was founded in 1989, has 
been subject to various forms of 
harassment during the last few years. 

The KTU had been de-registered by 
the government in October 2013, in 
breach of international standards. Its 
members have also been described as 
“harmful insects” by the person who 
is now the country’s Minister of 
Education. 

The arrest and detention of the KTU's 
President in December 2013 was just 
one aggressive act against the union. 

Many KTU activists have been 
subjected to discrimination, 
harassment and victimisation because 
they dare to organise their members. 

In May 2015, South Korea hosted the 
World Education Forum which 
discussed progress on the Millennium 
Development Goals and the future for 
education in the context of the post
2015 global agenda for sustainable 
development. South Korea refused to 
allow the KTU to participate at the 
Forum. 

The NASUWT was at the event and 
also supported an international pledge 
to support the KTU. Subsequently, the 
KTU was elected to a seat on the 
Executive Board of Education 
International. Presenting the NASUWT 
award to Bak Ok-Ju and Lee Kyung 
Hee, Chris Keates, NASUWT General 
Secretary, said: “The de-registration of 
the KTU has been lifted as a result of 
internal campaigning and international 
pressure. 

“But this is only a thinly veiled attempt 
by the authorities to seek to claim to 
other education nations that it 
respects the rights of teachers. 

“The KTU has strived to ensure that all 
the Korean students get quality 
education and to bring social justice 
into Korean society, fighting against 
corrupted private school leaders, 
overly bureaucratic systems and the 
cut-throat competition among 
students. 

“I am honoured that KTU Vice-
President Bak Ok-Ju and International 
Secretary Lee Kyung Hee are here in 
person for this award. 

“The struggle for trade union rights in 
South Korea continues.” 

Bak Ok-Ju said: “I am so thankful to 
be invited here to stand with you, to 
feel and breathe in the passion you 
have for education and social justice. 

“On behalf of all the KTU members in 
Korea, it is my great honour and 
privilege to receive the internationally 
prestigious International Solidarity 
Award. 

“I humbly take this award as 
recognition for our struggles past and 
present. 

“This will encourage us more to push 
on with the fight for the future and to 
live up to the international acclaim this 
award bestows on us.” 

In July, the KTU was elected with the 
support of the NASUWT to a seat on 
the Executive Board of Education 
International. 

**You can read the 
Global Campaign for Education 

(GCE) pledge on the KTU at 
www.nasuwt.org.uk/international. 
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ACT N
OW 

In Solidarity 

What you can do 

i. Contact your MP using our online facility. 

ii. Write to the Bahrain ambassador about Mahdi. 

iii. Follow the NASUWT on Twitter @nasuwt and Facebook www.facebook.com/nasuwt. 

For information about these activities, please go to www.nasuwt.org.uk/FreeMahdi. 

FREE 
MAHDI 

NASUWT
 
The Teachers’ Union 

JAILED FOR BEING A TRADE UNIONIST 
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