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COVID-19 UPDATE 
Protecting members 

  
In this update: 

• Second phase of staged return to school  
• Updated school guidance 
• Physical distancing 
• Face coverings 
• Ventilation 
• Risk assessments (including vulnerable groups) 
• Testing 
• The Big Question Survey 2021 

Second phase of staged return to school 
On Tuesday 2 March 2021, in a statement to the Scottish Parliament, the First Minister 
confirmed the proposals for the second phase of the staged reopening of schools in 
Scotland, unless new evidence requires this to be reconsidered. 
 
From the week beginning 15 March, there will be: 

• a full-time return to school for pupils in primaries 4-7;  
• a phased return for secondary pupils, both in senior phase and S1-S3. 

The expectation is for all S1 to S6 pupils to spend some time in school from 15 March 
until the Easter break, through a combination of in-school learning and remote 
learning. Priority for face-to-face learning must be given to senior phase pupils who 
are taking national qualifications, and in particular for the critical practical work related 
to qualifications to continue. 
 
The 8% cap on pupil numbers has been removed in secondary schools.  
 
Local authorities must determine how best to deliver this blended learning approach 
and, in doing so, must consider the revised school guidance and how teacher and 
school leader workload will be managed. 
 
In-school learning provision must also remain for all vulnerable and key worker 
children across S1-S6. 
 
The updated arrangements take place from 15 March – members should not be 
asked to go in before this date to prepare for the return. 
 



Updated school guidance 
The Education Recovery Group revised the Arrangements for the phased reopening 
of schools in February/March 2021 – Supplementary guidance on 8 March:  
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-schools-
reopening/. 
 
Education Scotland has also published advice that should be read in conjunction with 
the main revised guidance above: https://education.gov.scot/media/ozad4plo/ 
guidance-for-in-school-and-remote-learning-03-03-2021.pdf. 
 
The NASUWT has previously issued sector-specific reference guides for members to 
use as a checklist before returning to school. These have now been updated and can 
be accessed at: www.nasuwt.org.uk/Covid19AdviceScotland. 
 
Physical distancing 
Primary schools 
Physical distancing requirements in primary schools remain unchanged. Pupils are 
not required to distance from each other, but physical distancing between adults not 
from the same household is essential. There should also be two-metre distancing 
between adults and children whenever possible. This may mean changes will need to 
be considered to classroom set-up and teaching methods to enable staff to more 
successfully maintain distancing. 
 
Secondary schools 
The guidance has now changed for secondary schools to include the enhanced 
mitigation of two-metre distancing between pupils, in addition to continuing distancing 
between pupils and adults and between all staff. This now applies to all S1-S6 
learners, including vulnerable children and the children of key workers. Strict two-
metre distancing may be relaxed between secondary pupils for outdoor learning. 
Schools will need to look at a timetable which facilitates two-metre distancing and 
should also consider both class set-up and staggered lunches. 
 
Face coverings 
All staff in the primary sector should wear a face covering wherever they cannot keep 
two-metre distance from other adults and pupils, and at all times when moving around 
the school in corridors, office and admin areas, canteens (except when dining) and 
other confined communal areas (including staff rooms and toilets). 
 
In secondary schools, face coverings should now be worn at all times by staff and 
young people, including S1-S3 learners (not just the senior phase) in classrooms, in 
communal areas and when moving about the school.    
     
The Government is strongly advising that adherence to all essential hygiene 
mitigations is stepped up and has committed to keep this under review. 
 
Ventilation 
It is essential that the mitigations set out in the 30 October guidance 
[https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-
the-risks-in-schools/] are implemented in full. On the advice of the COVID-19 
Education Recovery Group (CERG), greater emphasis should be placed on 
ventilation. The Scottish Government has provided additional funding to support 
enhanced mitigations including ventilation. 
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The NASUWT continues to press the Government on the issue of ventilation. 
Members are strongly encouraged to follow the NASUWT advice on ventilation: 
https://www.nasuwt.org.uk/advice/health-safety/coronavirus-guidance/full-
reopening-of-schools/ventilation-and-covid-19.html. There should be 
absolutely no compromise on ventilation and members should immediately report to 
their employer and the Union any concerns where ventilation is considered 
inadequate. 

Risk assessments 
All whole-school risk assessments should be reviewed and updated in consultation 
with the NASUWT and shared with all staff prior to the school reopening. Any risk 
assessment in place prior to 4 January 2021 is not fit for purpose if it has not been 
reviewed and updated in light of the latest Government guidance. 

Clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV) (shielding) 
The updated guidance makes it clear that staff at the highest clinical risk (individuals 
previously on the shielding list) who will have received a letter from the Chief Medical 
Officer should remain working from home, or at home if unable to work, until at least 
31 March. This advice remains regardless of whether people have had one or two 
doses of the vaccination. 

Clinically vulnerable 
If you are clinically vulnerable, BAME or disabled, you should have had an individual 
risk assessment undertaken, which must be updated before you return to the 
workplace. 

Pregnancy 
If you are pregnant, you will also require an updated individual risk assessment for 
COVID-19 specifically and maternity more generally, whatever the stage of your 
pregnancy. 

If you are over 28 weeks’ pregnant, the guidance is clear that: ‘All employers should 
consider both how to redeploy these staff and how to maximise the potential for 
homeworking, wherever possible.’ This is because although you are at no more risk 
of contracting the virus than any other non-pregnant person who is in similar health, 
you have an increased risk of becoming severely ill and of having pre-term birth if you 
contract COVID-19. 

Therefore, in the current context, if you were teaching in school before lockdown, this 
does not automatically mean that you should return to the workplace on 15 March. 
The guidance is clear that you can be deployed to deliver remote learning to pupils 
not in school as part of any blended learning delivery model. 

For specific advice on risk assessment issues, please contact: rc-
scotland@mail.nasuwt.org.uk. Further advice can be found on the NASUWT website: 
https://www.nasuwt.org.uk/advice/health-safety/coronavirus-guidance/full-
reopening-of-schools/complying-with-covid-19-risk-assessments.html. 

Testing 
Local authorities and schools should now have made available twice-weekly home 
testing kits, using lateral flow devices (LFDs), at the earliest opportunity, to: 
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• all primary, secondary and special school staff attending work in local authority,
independent and grant-aided schools; 

• all early learning centre (ELC) and childcare staff attending work in local 
authority, independent and grant-aided schools; 

• all senior phase learners attending local authority, independent and grant-aided
secondary and special schools. 

On 8 March, the DFM announced that twice-weekly home testing will be rolled out to 
all secondary age pupils after the Easter break. 

You should already have received detailed advice and guidance from your employer 
on the specific arrangements for asymptomatic testing in your area and have had test 
kits provided to you for use prior to any return. 

While this testing programme is voluntary, the NASUWT is encouraging members to 
participate wherever possible. 

Information and advice for members will continue to be updated, including as further 
guidance is published by the Government. 

It is more important than ever for you to share your experiences of teaching through 
the NASUWT’s Big Question Survey. You can complete the survey online. 

The Big Question is the only annual, national survey of teachers and headteachers. 
Your responses will provide a unique insight into the challenges faced during this 
unprecedented year. 

All entrants in this year's survey will be entered into a prize draw to win £300 of 
Love2Shop vouchers. 

With your help, we will gather crucial information on the difficulties faced by teachers, 
students and families during the coronavirus pandemic and its impact upon education 
and wellbeing. 

Complete the survey at: www.nasuwt.org.uk/ScotlandBigQuestion2021. 

E-mail: rc-scotland@mail.nasuwt.org.uk

www.nasuwt.org.uk/ScotlandBigQuestion2021



