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Dear Gavin,
The NASUWT is clear that the best place for children and young people is in school.
However, in light of the ongoing national restrictions, we are also clear that the full
opening of schools should occur only when it is demonstrably safe, taking into
account the need to minimise the risks to staff, pupils and the public.
We remain concerned that whilst the current national restrictions are in place,
alternative provision (AP), special schools and pre-reception early years settings are
expected to continue to allow all children to attend full time or for their usual hours.
As a result, these settings are subject to a markedly different regime of controls and
requirements compared to other educational provision at a time when levels of virus
transmission in the community remain high.
The NASUWT is concerned that no clear scientific explanation has been provided by
your Department to justify these differences in approach between pre-reception early
years settings, special schools and AP and other educational settings. Teachers and
leaders in special schools, AP and early years settings continue to share with us
their profound concerns about this decision and its implications for the safety of staff
and children. As a result, levels of public and professional confidence in the package
of COVID-control measures being taken by the Government are being needlessly
and unhelpfully undermined.
On the basis of evidence in the public domain to date, and as previously discussed
with your Department, the NASUWT is clear that comparable restrictions to those in
place currently for schools should be extended to the types of early years settings,
special schools and AP identified above, including additional mitigations to assist in
minimising virus transmission including access to teachers in these setting to the
Coronavirus vaccines. Furthermore, I would ask you to publish immediately details
on the numbers of pupils and staff who have been required to self-isolate and who
have been diagnosed with Covid-19 following the introduction of the current national
restrictions.
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I look forward to your response.
Yours sincerely,

Dr Patrick Roach
General Secretary
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